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The Influence of Realist Theory on the Foreign Policy of the U.S.A
Case Study: US Foreign Policy towards the Syrian Crisis (2011-2021)
Prepared by: Heba Muhammad Abbas Al-Aqili
Supervised by: Prof. Abdul Qadir Fahmy Al-Taei
Abstract

This study aimed to identify the concept of realism in US foreign policy, and its
representations therein. And to define the positions and decisions of the US foreign policy
towards the Syrian crisis. And to determine the causes and motives of US foreign policy

towards the Syrian crisis.

The problem of the study centered around that the US foreign policy has always been
linked to political realism based on achieving national security interests, which in the case
of the US includes achieving and maintaining hegemony over several vital regions around
the world, especially the Middle East region, due to the multiple American interests it
contains. It is the region in which Syria is located, which therefore calls for direct, explicit
and decisive interventions by the US in the Syrian crisis, but such a response has been
absent throughout the years of the crisis, as the US policy towards the crisis has been
characterized by what can be called "engagement from behind." In most of its stages.

The main question of the study is: What is the effect of realism on US foreign policy
towards the Syrian crisis? The study used the analytical approach, which is based on
studying events and phenomena through description first, and then analyzing them
through classification, evaluation and interpretation, and a decision-making approach that
focuses on decisions and positions issued by decision-makers in various international

units, and deals with them as a basis for analyzing the relationships between these units.

The study was based on the assumption that, despite what appeared to be shifts in the
form and nature of US foreign policy decisions and positions towards the Middle East

and the Syrian crisis, they continued to practice realistic policy, by adopting various tools.

The study concluded with several conclusions, the most important of which is that
the United States did not necessarily find in the Russian military intervention in Syria a
decisive loss for it, but rather dealt with that from a realistic perspective, as it first comes
within Russia's historical areas of influence, and then as it may be a reason for Russia to

plunge into the Syrian "swamp™ . As for the American alliance with the Kurdish fighters,



the study concluded that, because of its incompatibility with the US strategic partnership
with Turkey, and according to American realistic logic, it is expected that the United
States will retreat from it, after the completion of the adoption of the Kurds as a tactical

card that achieves goals within The current stage of the Syrian crisis.

The study recommended enhancing awareness among decision-makers of the nature
of American positions and policies, in terms of considering them to be based in the first
place from the perspective of American interests, and the need to ensure the activation of
tools that have an impact on American interests, so that this forces the American

negotiator to make concessions and not to be strict in positions.

Keywords: Realistic Theory, US Foreign Policy, Syrian Crisis.
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